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The Prattsville Scoop
By Abby and Gabby
PRATTSVILLE –  Novem-

ber 11 is Veterans Day.
Thank you to our veterans
here, there and everywhere.
Special thanks and appreci-
ation go out to our local he-
roes – members of the Amer-
ican Legion Virgil E. Deyo
Post 1327 and Legionnaires
in other Posts in Greene
County.  We know up close
and personal that you are
first in line to support your
fellow veterans especially
those who are hospitalized.
Thank you for your service
and your continued support
of your brethren.  Make No-
vember Veterans’ Month and
every day is Veterans’ Day.
We continue to thank and

appreciate our healthcare
workers and all essential
workers.  We are in your
debt.  We pray for your
safety and good health.
Youngs Ace Hardware

generously provided space
for the American Legion
Auxiliary Virgil E. Deyo Unit
1327 to sell tickets for their
Christmas Baskets of Cheer
raffle.  Thank you to the
Youngs and their wonderful
staff.  They not only helped
wrestle the large Baskets of
Cheer inside, the helped set
up and supported the cause,
buying raffle tickets and
making outright donations.
Due to Covid-19 many of

town, is not too far from
where the Chasneys live.
Return visits are always wel-
come Sue. 
Get well wishes go out to

Randy Brainerd.  Perhaps
by the time you read this,
he will be home and cooking
Sunday dinners for his fam-
ily.

Sympathy is extended to
Gerald Jaeger and family.
Our thoughts are with his
widow Linda, his children
and grandchildren.  One of
our Prattsville sons from
long ago recently passed,
Jim Marquit (Jr.) of Mid-
dleburg.  He grew up in
Prattsville on Main Street.
He recited the Gettysburg
Address at the first Memorial
Day Parade in the late
1940’s.  He returned for
the same honor on
Prattsville’s Memorial Day
Parade 65th anniversary.
Not sure of the exact an-
niversary year.  So many of
our old local names are  dis-
appearing. 
The Election Day turkey

dinner at the Lexington
UMC was sorely missed.  It
was a time to get out and
enjoy the last community
dinner of the year, and to
exchange news with neigh-
bors before tucking in for
the winter. 
Happy Birthday to Abby

Tompkins on November 15.
On November 16 we wish
Jeff Breigle and Kevin Piccoli
Happy Birthday.  On De-
cember 18 we wish Laura
Breigle a very Happy Birth-
day.  Wonder if she and her
dad Jeff will have a mutual
birthday dinner.
Need some happy news

or any news.  Call 518-299-
3219 or
gurleyrv@gmail.com.     

the fundraisers were can-
celed and funds are in short
supply to provide the nec-
essary funds to secure gifts
for the Christmas Celebra-
tion for the veterans at the
Stratton VAMC in Albany.
Elliott and Shelly Brainard,
Legionnaire and Auxiliary
member, delivered a carload
of items to the Stratton VA
on Wednesday.  Gerri Barry
and Laurie Gustin, members
of the American Legion Aux-
iliary of Conesville offered
their help and it was eagerly
accepted.  The two ladies
took up a carload of toys
and fun things on Friday
for the immediate use of
the veterans.  They need
some new crafts and games
to occupy their time while
in isolation.  If you want to
help, call 518-299-3219, the
Gurleys, or
gurleyrv@gmail.com.  Have
a Wish List to share along
with their sizes.  Thank you
to all who have already
helped and continue to help.
You are easing the veterans’
loneliness at this time.
Michael and Krista Cross

of Stamford received the
news, along with pictures,
their son L Cpl. Nicholas
Cross has received his rank
of Lance Corporal in the
USMC.  Nick has been at
his overseas post for some
months now.  Nick is the
great-grandson of Stella and
Val Cross.  We thank him
for his service and wish him
safe return.
Sue Chasney, our go to

person at the Catskill Daily
Mail, along with her husband
took advantage of our Pratt
Rock Park.  “What a fasci-
nating piece of history.”
They hiked to the top and
enjoyed the view.  Zadock
Pratt’s birthplace, Stephen-

Ashland Speaks
There will be no Ashland Speaks column this week due to the sudden passing of Judy's

husband, John.  - Lula and Judy

Charles Nicholls, Jr.
pursue a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemistry at the
University of Rochester. Chik
successfully spent the next
30 years working for Sterling
Winthrop, Inc. After his re-
tirement from Sterling, he
spent time working in bridge
and highway construction
with I&OA Slutzky, Inc., in-
dustrial construction with
Pizzagalli Construction Com-
pany, and was a licensed
electrician.

Chik was on the front
line of service to his com-
munity and friends as a
member of two Mountain
Top fire companies – Hunter
Fire Co. No. 1 and East
Jewett Fire Department and
Rescue Squad. He was also
a member of the Twin
Cloves Rope Rescue Team.
Chik acted in the volunteer
fire and rescue service for
nearly 50 years, and spent
time as Chief, Line and Ex-
ecutive Officers, President
of the Greene County Vol-
unteer Firemen’s Associa-
tion, and Emergency Med-
ical Technician.
Chik’s life was a life well

lived - filled with love, com-
passion, altruism, service,
kindness, and lots of laugh-
ter. He valued his friendships

On Thursday, October 29,
2020, Charles D. “Chik”
Nicholls, Jr. of East Jewett,
New York, passed away
peacefully at the age of 74
with his loving wife, Linda,
at his side. After nearly three
years of illness, Chik lost
his brave battle with au-
toimmune encephalitis.

Born in Catskill, NY on
September 23, 1946, to
Don Nicholls and Emily Pe-
tersen Nicholls, Chik was a
life-long resident of the
Mountain Top (Hunter and
East Jewett, NY). Nearly 60
years of his life was spent
in the company of his best
friend, Linda Sciarrillo
Nicholls. Chik and Linda
were married in 1968, and
were blessed with daughters
Jody Nicholls and Rebecca
Nicholls Hoagland.

A 1964 graduate of
Hunter-Tannersville Central
School, Chik went on to

L Cpt. Nicholas Cross receiving his promotion.
Thank you for your service.

and treasured his family.
Chik was simply the best
husband, father, and grand-
father for whom anyone
could ask. Partner, friend,
teacher, advocate, ally,
provider, playmate, protec-
tor…. he was a giant among
men.

Chik is survived by his
wife, Linda, daughters Jody
Nicholls (John Murphy) and
Rebecca Nicholls Hoagland,
and granddaughters Hannah
Hoagland, Ellie Hoagland,
Eden Murphy, and Tess Mur-
phy. 
Funeral arrangements are

being managed by Decker
Funeral Home (Windham,
NY). The immediate family
will hold a private ceremony
next week, and a graveside
service for family and friends
will be held in the Spring. A
Celebration of Life will be
held next summer/fall when
we hopefully can gather to-
gether safely. If it is your
wish to honor his memory,
donations can be made to
the Hunter Fire Company,
East Jewett Fire Department
and Rescue Squad, Tan-
nersville Rescue Squad, or
Kaaterskill and East Jewett
United Methodist Church-
es.

Obituaries

Mountain Top Cares, From C1
those in recovery and avail-
able resources; “Resource
Connectors,” who are work-
ing to make connections
with local and regional re-
covery organizations and to
create a simple resource
guide for those in recovery
and their families; and an
“Event Calendar Adminis-
trator,” which the organiza-
tion seeks to identify, to ad-
minister a monthly calendar
containing all relevant and
related events.
“We need volunteers to

populate our committees,”
said Gross, adding, “MCC

is really the only recovery
organization in Greene
County. Everybody is pitch-
ing in. We occupy a unique
place. We’re strictly volun-
teer. We’re nonprofessional
and nonclinical.”
Other areas of coalition

activity covered Thursday
include Women in Recovery,
Parenting with Confidence
- in collaboration with Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension,
and Recovery Rides.
To join the Mountaintop

Cares Coalition email list,
click on www.mountaintop-
carescoalition.com/subscribe

Thorington Named to NYS Association 
of Town Superintendents

Windham town highway superintendent Gary
Thorington has been elected to the executive com-
mittee of the New York State Association of Town

Superintendents of Highways.

By Michael Ryan
WINDHAM - The in-

evitability of Gary Thoring-
ton reaching here was as
certain as snow having to
be plowed in a Nor’easter.
Thorington, the highway

superintendent for the town
of Windham, has been elect-
ed to the executive com-
mittee of the New York State
Association of Town Super-
intendents of Highways.
Nothing the Association

does matters very much un-
less you happen to be a
person who drives on a road
somewhere between Buffalo
and the Tappan Zee Bridge
or anywhere left or right of
there.
New York has 933 town

highway supers charged
with safely maintaining their
local highways, bridges and
culverts that nobody notices,
except if something goes
wrong, which is where the
Association steps in.
Thorington is in the thick

of it. “The executive com-
mittee leads, strategizes and
directs the Association’s ac-
tivities and future planning
by advancing the Associa-
tion’s vision and mission,”
an NYSAOTSOH press re-
lease states.
“The committee also helps

direct the Association’s ad-
vocacy efforts in Albany.
One of the Association’s top
priorities is increasing State
funding for the local highway
system.
“Over the past ten years,

thanks in part to the Asso-
ciation and its membership’s
effort, annual State assis-
tance levels have almost
doubled, [helping], stabilize
property taxes for town res-
idents,” the release states. 
Thorington becomes only

the second roads chief from
Greene County to serve on
the 14-member executive
committee, representing
Greene, Columbia,
Schoharie and Albany coun-
ties.
It is a highly respected

group and, keeping with
tradition, he will gradually
ascend to the presidency,
making his youthful mentor

and his mama proud.
Thorington has been a

town highway guy for 22
years, serving as deputy su-
perintendent for 7 of those
years under his former boss,
Thomas Hoyt, moving into
the hot seat five years ago.
A 1991 graduate of Wind-

ham-Ashland-Jewett school
and grateful BOCES student,
he learned the highway
ropes from the late George
Mulford who initially hired
him, seeing something rock
solid.
But before Thorington

ever set foot in the highway
garage or thought of being
superintendent, he was un-
knowingly being readied for
the role.
He was maybe 10 years

old when Al Emerton, the
longtime mountain manager
at Ski Windham, noticed
the same quality Mulford
saw.
“Al took me under his

wing,” Thorington says. “I
was just a kid but I’d get up
at 3 in the morning to jump
in the Snow Cat at 4 a.m.,
riding along, grooming the
slopes. It was very, very
cool.”
He didn’t get behind the

wheel until years later but
absorbed life lessons from
Emerton. “Al was an old
school Marine, a drill ser-
geant kind of guy. There
was no stepping out of line
with him,” Thorington says.
In many ways it was mere-

ly more home cooking. “We
had a good upbringing,”
Thorington says of his child-
hood.
“If my mom saw me not

holding a door open for
someone, or if I wasn’t the
one carrying the shopping
bags, walking across the
parking lot, I’d get a hand
up back of my head,” Thor-
ington says, laughing.
“It was all about respect

with my mom and dad. If
not for my family and
friends, I would not be suc-
cessful. I’ve been very for-
tunate.”
Thorington started out as

an equipment operator for
the town, rising through the

ranks and, these days, is
where the buck stops.
“The way I look at it,”

Thorington says, “this is like
a sports team. I used to be
one of the field guys, making
plays. To be the coach, you
have to know every position
on the field. I had to learn
every aspect of the job.
“It’s not just about one

position for me. I’m respon-
sible for every taxpayer, the
budget, every piece of equip-

Mountain and Ace Hardware
are among the businesses
that have hired through this
initiative. Tyree said de-
mand-side, with employers
willing to hire, has not been
a problem, adding, “If you’re
an employer and would like
to be involved … contact
me.” Tyree can be reached
at (260) 212-3863 or js-
cotttyree@gmail.com about
this and the Care Team.
“The care team is sort of

the bedrock for what we
do,” said Gross.
Care Team volunteers in-

clude “Navigators,” who
serve as the link between

ment, the highway garage.
“To do this job right, you

have to be able to walk into
the post office downtown
and have a taxpayer tell you
what they think, and listen.
“You have to explain the

situation and explain how
we can resolve it. If I did
something wrong, I’ll fix it.
I’ve found out you can re-
solve most anything if you
take the time to talk, really
talk, and then do it.”

“I’ve had the pleasure of
serving there … and it’s
just an awesome experience.
We have about seven people
(volunteering). I’m pretty
sure with the snow coming
we’re going to need more
volunteers,” Said Logan. Vol-
unteers can call him at (518)
965-5397.
Coalition Vice President

Scott Tyree talked about the
“Recovery-Friendly Work-
place Initiative” focused on
connecting employers with
positions to fill and moti-
vated individuals in recov-
ery.
GNH Lumber, Windham


