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BTH IN SECTION D
THORINGTON HONORED

Lex Extends STR Hearings
By Michael Ryan

LEXINGTON - More talks
will take place before tough
Short Term Rental rules be-
come the law in Lexington.
Town board members

have extended public hear-
ings on the proposed legis-
lation, aimed at giving resi-
dents recourse for a rising
number of complaints re-
lated to Airbnb’s and raucous
renters.
It had been anticipated

the regulations might be
adopted following a public
hearing, last week, but in-
ternet service was down at
the municipal hall, prevent-
ing citizens from participat-
ing via computer Zoom.
Some questions were

raised by community mem-
bers in attendance and based
on their input, some tweak-
ing may occur between now
and the council’s next ses-
sion, in early December.
“There was good chatter

back and forth,” town su-
pervisor JoEllen Schermer-
horn said. “This is definitely
a work in progress.”
Queries were made about

the proposed registration
fees attached to STR owners
and placing limits on the
number of outside entities
who could purchase local
properties strictly for STR
usage.
Annual registrations would

be required to keep track
of STR’s and establish what
councilman Michael Barone
termed a “level of account-
ability” for the property own-
ers, particularly applicable
to so-called “party houses.”
A local property manager

would need to be easily ac-
cessible and quickly respon-
sive to any complaints or
concerns raised by neigh-
bors.
“The property manager

is the key to all this, someone
who can go knock on the
door if there is a problem
and resolve it,” Schermer-
horn said.
It has been suggested that

annual registration fees be
higher for non-resident own-
ers ($300) compared to res-
idents ($150). Non-regis-
tration would result in a
heavy fine, officials say.
Town leaders also wish

to nip another potential trou-
ble spot in the bud. “The
thinking is there should be
a cap on the percentage of
STR’s that could be owned
by someone out of the area,”
Schermerhorn said.
“We’re hearing that a lot

of companies are buying
houses, making money and
never coming to the town
where the properties are lo-
cated.
“We feel we need to find

a balance between free en-
terprise and not being over-
run by people who are only
here for a good time, not

LEGISLATURE STUFF

Greene Turning Blue?
By Michael Ryan

CATSKILL - It isn’t nec-
essarily easy, being a De-
mocrat around these parts,
where the numbers, plain
and simple, don’t add up. 
The presidential vote went

roughly 61 percent Repub-
lican, countywide, last week,
and while pockets exist of
elected Democrats, there
are only two of “them” on
the 14-member Greene
County Legislature.
There have been times

when there was just one…
longtime lawmaker Larry
Gardner (District 7, Hunter,
Lexington & Halcott), who
served as minority chairman
by default and process of
non-elimination.
“I insisted on Party loyalty,”

Gardner says, whimsically
remembering those days.
“Let me tell you, there was
no dissension.”
Democrats have never

held a majority on the leg-
islature, dating back to its
formation 50 or so years
ago, evolving from a Board
of Supervisors.
“There may have been a

Board of Supervisors ma-
jority, back in the 1930’s, in
the era of FDR, but the clos-
est we ever got in the legis-
lature, to my knowledge,
was 8 to 5,” Gardner says.
That political rare air,

achieved in the early 1990’s,
was short-lived. “We were
full of ourselves,” Gardner
says. “We ran 8 challengers
the next election cycle think-
ing, ‘Here we go,’ and lost
12 of 13 races.” 
The legislature was 13

members then. The shift to
14 wasn’t done to make
room for more Republicans
but it’s what mostly hap-
pens.
Democrats spring to mind

because lawmakers are ex-
pected to re-appoint Marie
Metzler as the county Board
of Elections Democratic Par-
ty commissioner, effective
January 1, 2021, for a four-
year term.
A resolution toward that

end was moved during a

legislative County Services
committee meeting, earlier
this month, upon recom-
mendation of county Dem
chair Carolyn Riggs.
The Board of Elections

has a Democratic and GOP
commissioner. Metzler is
highly respected on both
sides of the aisle, possessing
solid political heritage dating
back to her grandfather
James O’Connell.
O’Connell was the Dem-

ocratic Party county chair-
man, holding the same po-
sition for Cairo. “He ran the
show fair and square,” recalls
lawmaker William Lawrence
(District 8, Cairo).
Granddad passed those

qualities on. “Marie was very
good as a clerk and is very
good as a commissioner. I
trust her which is a big
factor for me, dealing with
anyone,” says Lawrence, one
of the current GOP dozen.
Metzler started her career

as a Board of Elections office
worker, earning a deputy
commissioner’s slot before
moving to the top job.
“Marie worked her way

up from the bottom,” Gard-
ner says. “She’s very knowl-
edgeable and definitely de-
serves the position, She is
old school politics in the
sense that she’s loyal. You
can count on her.”
“One of the best things

about Marie is she hasn’t
changed much,” says Tom-
my Burke, one of Metzler’s
Board of Elections prede-
cessors.
Burke was the Democratic

commissioner while Metzler
served as deputy commish.
“As far as I know, Marie
came to the Board right out
of high school,” Burke says.
“She was a whiz then and
she is still a whiz.
“Marie is really good at

technical stuff. I mostly ad-
ministered. She knew every
job in the office. I relied on
her for all the detail stuff,”
Burke says.
Another good thing, ac-

cording to Burke, is that,
“Greene County is trending

Democrat,” based on his
analysis of voter registra-
tions, etc.
All anyone has to do, to

test that theory, is knock on
every door at the county
offices building in Catskill
and see who answers.
“The only Democrats in

that whole building are in
the Board of Elections,” says
one veteran political observ-
er, half in jest and half not.
It’s a political paradise in-

side the BOE where, by law,
Dems and Reps are equally
represented. “Marie and I
work very well together,”
says GOP commissioner
Brent Bogardus.
“Marie is very professional

and very knowledgeable in
election law. We have polit-
ical differences and yes, we
separately do what we do
with and for our parties.
But at the end of the day,
our fundamental job is pro-
tecting the integrity of the
voting process.”
Mission accomplished in

2020 says Bogardus, “in-
spectors at all our polling
stations did a tremendous
job, running an election dur-
ing a pandemic and dealing
with an historic voter
turnout.”
So apparently Dems and

Reps can cooperate but if
Burke’s dream is ever to
come true, transforming ele-
phant Greene to donkey
Blue, it could be a sloth-
like-slow unfolding, at best.
A well-entrenched GOP

will have a lot to say about
it and meanwhile, lawmakers
are expected to approve
Metzler’s reappointment at
their Nov. 18 regular monthly
meeting.

caring about our town and
their neighbors,” Schermer-
horn said.
A cap of 10 percent has

been recommended, al-
though with an estimated
35 short term rentals cur-
rently in business in Lex-
ington, officials are inclined
to think that may not be
the right-sized lid.
All other core issues are

likely to stay the same, says
Barcone, who was the chair-
man of a special committee
formed to research the issue
and come up with an im-
plementable plan.
Similar guidelines already

adopted in nearby munici-
palities were studied, such
as Jewett and Shandaken,
and input was sought from
various sources on what is
perhaps the most gnarly is-
sue.
“We’re still figuring out

the enforcement part,”
Schermerhorn says, noting
some municipalities, includ-
ing Jewett, are encountering
great difficulties handling
complaints satisfactorily and
sustainably.
“This is something I have

shared at our monthly
[Mountaintop Supervisors
and Mayors Association]
meetings,” Schermerhorn
said.
“We’re all dealing with

the same problems. Maybe
this is something all of us
on the mountaintop could
share. Lexington has to start
someplace.”
Barcone unveiled the ini-

tial document drawn up by
the special committee, last
month saying, “short term
rentals need a level of ac-

countability.
“We don’t have that now.

These are basic safety re-
quirements, and if you have
a short term rental draining
you of sleep, we need a re-
course.
“We’re not discouraging

short term rentals,” Barcone
said, noting they bring wel-
come visitors and economic
benefits to property owners
and the larger community.
“But it has been kind of
Wild West for awhile.
“We’re bringing regula-

tions that already exist for
long term rentals to short
term rentals. What we’re
asking of short term rentals
is bare bones compared to
what a commercial business
has to go through to oper-
ate.”
If a law is ultimately

passed, short term rentals
could operate only by li-
censed permit, granted after
an initial inspection by local
code enforcement, renewed
annually.
Owners would need to

provide positive potable wa-
ter tests, fully follow fire
and safety codes, visibly
post emergency services
numbers onsite and make
renters aware of all local
ordinances, mandating ad-
herence.
Board members will also

be considering whether to
hire a consulting firm to
help log all local property
owners advertising their
short term rentals.
Public hearings will con-

tinue on December 1 during
the council’s next monthly
gathering, starting at 6 p.m.

A Reminder-
In honor of

Thanksgiving,
we will not 

run an edition
on November

27th

MCC Continues to Grow Online and On the Road
By Jonathan Ment
Leading a Nov. 5 meeting

attended via Zoom by over
two dozen people, Jonathan
Gross, president of the
Mountaintop Cares Coalition
board of directors, said, “The
people in our group drive
us forward regardless of the
obstacles.”
“The path for many is

challenging,” said Gross,
mentioning “setbacks” en-
countered by the non-profit
organization dedicated to
serving people with “sub-
stance use disorders and is-
sues of addiction in the
mountaintop communities
of Greene County” through
a range of resources. 
By “setbacks,” Gross al-

luded to a planned non-clin-
ical “Recovery Community
Center” set to open earlier
this year in Windham, for
which a location was identi-
fied and prepared before
being abandoned due to ob-
jection to its near proximity
to the Windham-Ashland-
Jewett Central School.
“It takes a certain kind of

person to stand up and be
counted, a mensch. That’s
a person of integrity,” said

Gross in a call for volunteers
before efficiently moderating
a line-up of board members
and speakers who presented
updates on the groups’ ac-
tivities across several areas.
Dr. Maret Panzenbeck,

who serves as treasurer and
legal liaison for the organi-
zation, spoke about the coali-
tion’s Narcan campaign.
Panzenbeck, with his own

“over 30 years sobriety,” of-
fered a saying he borrowed
from AA; “You can’t keep it
(sobriety) unless you give it
away (help others).”
“Narcan (a brand of the

drug Naloxone) is starting
to save lives in Greene Coun-
ty,” said Panzenbeck, who
shared charted statistics on-
line during the meeting.
While emergency services

calls for opioid-related inci-
dents increased over a recent
18 month period, the num-
ber of opioid overdose
deaths has decreased. 
Administered as a nasal

spray, Narcan blocks the ef-
fects of opioids while posing
little or no risk, he explained.
“It has no effect on preg-

nant women. If you gave it
to (someone) who was ap-

parently overdosed, uncon-
scious for some other rea-
son, it’s very safe and would
have almost no effect,” said
Panzenbeck.
The coalition’s planned

Narcan campaign includes
increasing awareness
through social media and
other media, targeting pri-
ority groups for training and
distribution and ultimately,
to make Narcan available
in stores, restaurants and
other public buildings.
“We would like to make

it available in some of the
businesses in our area, we’d
like to install Narcan kiosks,

like [Automatic External
Defibrillators] . in key loca-
tions thorough out the
mountaintop, so it’s available
even before EMS gets there.
Someone can grab the Nar-
can out of a kiosk and squirt
it into somebody’s nose.
This approach is already
being used in communities
across the country, accord-
ing to Panzenbeck.
Volunteers are needed to

locate suitable locations and
help install and maintain
the kiosks. An online training
in the use of Narcan will be
offered on Dec. 2 at 7 p.m.
Email mpanzenbeck

@mountaintopcarescoali-
tion.com to sign up.
Volunteer Ronnell Logan

spearheaded a mobile food
pantry effort born of the
pandemic, which brought
to light the issue of people
with food insecurity at risk
if they leave their home.
The mobile food pantry, re-
lying largely on pantries in
Prattsville and Hensonville,
(Windham) serves people
in recovery as well as others
in need of food but grappling
with transportation issues.
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