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Mountain Top Cares Coalition Builds Momentum
By Jonathan Ment
WINDHAM - What
began about two years
ago as a committee of
concerned citizens looking at the opioid epidemic has evolved into a freestanding and broad
reaching coalition. Its independence was cemented following a screening
of the documentary
“Smacked” at the Windham Theater in November. The group is currently in the process of
forming a 501(c)(3) non- A group shot from Monday’s meeting of the Mountain Top Cares Coalition at
VFW Post 1545 in Windham. Photo by Angie Firmalino
profit.
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Greene County Arts CREATE
Deadline March 13th
The 2020 Greene County
Initiative Program, (CIP) is
made possible by the Greene
County Legislature through
an annual allocation of funds
in the Greene County budget.

Since 1983, the Greene
County Legislature has allocated funds to Greene
County Council on the Arts
dba CREATE for re-granting
to major arts and cultural
organizations in Greene

County. Through this regrant program, the county
can take a more active role
in the delivery of arts programs and services within
the county and encourage
organizations to cooperate
and collaborate with each
other and with their respective county government.
With invaluable support
from the Greene County
Legislature, these goals have
been accomplished and continue to have a positive impact on the state of the artistic and cultural quality of
life in Greene County.
The purpose of this program is to provide general
operating or programmatic
support to major Greene
County arts organizations
that offer quality professional
services and programs of
benefit to the residents of
Greene County. This funding
is intended to promote the
development, growth and
viability of major cultural
organizations.
Organizations applying
through the NYSCA Decentralization Program may not
apply to this program.
For more information on
the 2020 County Initiative
Program call Marline A.
Martin, Executive Director,
at 518-943 3400, or email:
gcca@greenearts.org

tian Training Center in
Prattsville. “Recovery
Rides is going to be a
big one for us. As they
come through we’re going to learn about other
needs they have,” he said.
Details concerning all
aspects of the program
will be available at the
March 19 meeting.
The coalition’s Care
Team, the outreach committee working on connecting services and volunteers with those in
need meets the first and
third Thursdays of each
month at High Grounds,
61 state Route 296 in
Windham.
Consistent themes
running through the
question and answer portion of Mondays meeting
were how to put information in the hands of
people who need it, and
how to battle the stigmas
associated with addiction
and recovery.
Responding to questions about approaching
those with drug or alcohol problems before
they’re arrested, such as
those looking for help
for themselves or loved
ones, Tyree said: “I’m
someone who’s in recovery who didn’t go
through the justice system … We have that in
place.”
Cards listing resources
are also being put in the
hands of law enforcement, public health workers and elsewhere, with
more outreach needed.
One participant said
the Greener Pathways

mobile clinic was previously shunned at nearly
every parking lot it tried
to park in. The converted
recreation vehicle is
staffed by clinicians, peer
advocates and a person
able to prescribe medications for addiction recovery.
The Mountain Top
Cares Coalition is also
pursuing a permanent
space to serve as a dropin center and to host
events, trainings, “potlucks” and meetings.
Gross said the group
looks to raise $50,000
to $80,000 to fund its
operations and overhead
through grants and other
fundraising.
Plans for a coalition
website are also underway. Meanwhile those interested can sign up for
the email list by contacting
mountaintopcarescoalition@gmail.co
m
You can also sign up
via facebook.com/MountainTopCaresCoalition
The coalition can also
be found on Instagram
at instagram.com/mountaintopcarescoalition
More about Twin
County Recovery Services which serves Columbia and Greene counties can be found at
greenerpathways.org.
Daniel Ward, transportation coordinator with the
Greener Pathways Program, said not every person who receives services is mandated to do
so by the courts.

Twin County Recovery Services’ Greener Pathways Mobile Clinic was onsite
Monday for participants to tour following the meeting. Photo by Jonathan
Ment

Patchworkers Make a Difference

Representing the Patchworkers Quilting Guild, Laura Ferro (left)
donates a $300 check to Janet Moran and Clarence Soule, volunteers at
the Jewett Food Pantry.
This is the fourth and final contribution to the Mt. Top food pantries
from the 2019 Quilt Show.
In total the Patchworkers have contributed $1200 to the local food
pantries.
These donations were made possible by the generosity of the community,
friends and family who purchased raffle tickets or attended our 2019
quilt show.
The Patchworkers would like to thank and recognize all those who
have contributed to our effort and also give special thanks to the tireless
and dedicated volunteers who serve the community so we may have a
better place to live.

